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ALASKA BEARS!
August 13-19, 2017

Welcome to the Bears of Lake Clark Photo Tour! I’m delighted you are joining in on 
this memorable photography adventure. I have gone to photograph the bears several 
summers and I have never been this close to these magnificent animals, with no fear! 

You will have a wonderful opportunity to observe and photographs bears doing all 
sorts of things during this trip. The bears go about their normal activities, unbothered 
by our presence. There will be bears grazing, bears fishing, clamming, and nursing, and 
cubs playing and lots of interactions because of it.

The Silver Salmon Creek Lodge is an 
outstanding location for our home base. We 
are well fed, and we stay in cozy cabins or 
houses. We are driven around in ATV-drawn 
carts by an experienced guide, so you won’t 
have to hike around with all your gear. We will 
sometimes walk across a meadow, or along 
the mud flats, but the walking is not 
strenuous. If you can manage walking round 
trip about 1 mile with your gear, you’ll do just 
fine. 

To help you prepare and plan ahead, I’ve put together a list of things to remember to 
bring, and various other details you’ll need.

Arrival: We fly to the lodge on the morning of August 14th, so you will need to arrive 
in Anchorage on August 13th. I recommend staying at the Courtyard by Marriott near 
the Anchorage Airport. (907) 245-0322. (http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/
anccy- courtyard-anchorage-airport/) They have a complimentary pick up shuttle from 
the Ted Stevens Int’l Airport. It is also close to the airport we’ll be using to fly to the 
lodge.

We’ll be flying around 9 AM from the local airstrip, details on that to come as we get 
closer to the trip.

http://www.marriott.com
http://www.apple.com


I plan to gather for a no-host dinner, followed by a brief orientation talk the evening of 
August 13th, so please try to arrange your flights to arrive in mid-afternoon if 
possible. While I am aiming for dinner at 6 PM, and a meeting from 7:30-8:30 PM, I can 
be flexible with dinner schedule once I hear from everyone with flight information.

Departure from Lodge: We’ll be taking a late-morning flight from the lodge, typically 
around 10:00 AM, arriving back in Anchorage by noon, weather permitting. However, 
because weather is unpredictable, I would recommend booking your return flight from 
Anchorage on the 20th rather than taking the chance for getting out on the 19th. 
People have occasionally had to wait several hours for the weather to clear and I’d 
hate to have you miss that outbound flight. But that choice is yours to make. If you 
decide you are flying out on August 19th, please make the flight for some time after 
5 PM to lower your risk of missing it.

Note: hotel rooms will generally be booked up and if you do miss your flight you may 
not have a room to stay in overnight. It’s a very popular time of the year in 
Anchorage.

A deposit of $1300 will hold your space (with additional fees if using Paypal). 

Group size is just 6 so send your deposits ASAP.

Balance of the cost is due May 1, 2017.



WHAT TO BRING

Whatever you plan to bring, you will need 
to keep your total clothing and gear weight 
as close as possible to 65 lbs per person. 
We are transported by small planes from 
Anchorage to the lodge. It doesn’t sound 
like much, but it can be done! See the list 
below of what I bring. 

2-3 long sleeve shirts
2-3 T-shirts to go under the long sleeve 
shirts, 
2 pair of quick-dry pants or polartec pants (you will essently be wearing your rain 
pants or waders every day just because it’s easier and that protects your clothing. 
Rain jacket and pants, 
Fleece/Polartec jacket
underwear, socks, lightweight long underwear
Pajamas or robe for heading to the shared bathrooms in our cabins
gloves, hat
one pair of shoes (you’ll be using your boots most of the time). Knee 
basic toiletries 

* Knee high rubber boots are available at the lodge in pretty common sizes, but 
waders are harder to fit for some women/men. Waders are typically only needed to 
get on/off the boat to the island, depending on the tides.

If you are continuing on afterwards, or coming in from other travels, you can always 
leave extra luggage at the hotel in Anchorage. I’ve done it and it’s fine.

If you want to ship something to the lodge ahead of time, you should plan to do that 
at least 6 weeks prior to your arrival. See the FAQs page on their site for details on 
how you can get extra equipment there.

Additional information:

• Comfortable backpack or bag to carry equipment with waterproof cover or sturdy 
trash bag to protect from rain.

• 2 camera bodies (one as a spare or as a crop factor camera for extending your 
reach)

http://silversalmoncreek.com/faq.php%22%20%5Cl%20%22q2


• Lenses in the 400-700mm range. This trip is mostly focused on bears/wildlife, 
including, (weather-permitting), puffins. If you have tele-converters or crop-factor 
cameras this is a great way to extend the reach of your lenses. There are times when 
the bears will wander closer to us, and then even a 400 might be too much lens! 
Experience has shown that fixed 500mm and longer lenses are often too much lens 
for the bears – we get that close at times. So it’s best to have a zoom in the 
100-400mm or 150-600mm range, and/or crop factor cameras.

• Scenic or landscape lens(es). Lenses ranging in the 24-200mm range are also good 
to have for landscapes, if we get some great light and open skies; also for images 
showing the bear(s) in habitat.

• Battery Charger, extra batteries – very important! You should keep 2-3 batteries  
(5-6 for mirrorless) at full charge as much as possible, as cooler temperatures and 
auto-focus and image stabilizers will use up battery power quickly. We’ll have time 
each day during lunch to top off our charges, but as a 
general rule of thumb you should have at least three 
batteries with you in the field for your cameras. NOTE: 
for those using mirrorless, your battery situation will be 
more critical, as most of the mirrorless systems ‘eat’ 
batteries! SO plan on having enough to get you through 
a day or a good part of it, and plan to charge up every 
time we’re in for a meal…

• A portable power strip – the cabins have power, but 
the outlets may not be convenient to where you are 
setting up your charging station, so having a portal 
power strip is a useful thing. I use an Outlets to Go by 
Monster Cables which has worked great. Optional, but I 
have found it useful.

• Camera/sensor cleaning supplies as needed.

• Lens cloths (at least two – these can get wet in damp weather when you are 
dabbing at any water drops on gear, and you’ll need to switch out while one dries)

• Your preferred system for downloading and backing up your images. We’ll have time 
for an image review session, during the midday when the light is not the best for 
photos, and we’ll have a last evening group show, too. 

• Rain protection for your cameras – very important!! It will likely rain on us during our 
stay, just how much is hard to say! Hopefully just a light drizzle or rain, which the 
bears love-love-love, which translates to good photo opps. There are various options 



and some of you may already have what you like to use. The least expensive, and very 
effective from our last trip experience, is the Optech Rainsleeves – a package of two 
is about $9.00. They are thin enough that I was able to even mount the lens to the 
quick release plate while completely covered. Another option is Think Tank’ Photo’s 
Hydrophobia cover. Durable, rugged, effective, but more expensive and therefore only 
you can make the choice. Fotosharp also makes one that has a Velcro opening to 
allow you to mount the lens foot to the tripod mount and close up around it for 
protection. There are other options, and truthfully even a large plastic bag can be 
made to work, but they are a bit cumbersome. 

• Sturdy tripod – to hold the longest lens you will use, and the camera, combined. As 
a guideline, the weight- bearing capacity of the tripod should be more than your 
equipment combination weighs. If you are bringing along a 500mm fixed or longer 
lens, or the 200-400mm Nikon or Canon zoom, a Wimberly side kick or full Gimbal 
head is definitely recommended. A 400mm or 100-400mm lens will work well enough 
on just a ball head. A ball head is definitely much better than the tilt/pan head for 
quicker operation, if you are not using the sidekick or Gimbal mount. Please note that 
the lodge has some equipment for rent, so if you are interested, contact them to see 
what’s available - it’s subject to change from year to year!(1-888-872-5666). If you 
have any questions or concerns about the tripod and mounts please call me and I’ll 
help you out.

• Rain Gear for you! A full set of jacket and pants is required. Ponchos flap too much 
in the breeze and can spook animals. Rain pants, even when it’s not raining, mean you 
can kneel or sit in wet meadows, truck through wet grasses, and not have to worry 
about getting soaking wet.

• Chamoix cloths (2)  - if it’s raining, your hands get wet and you continue to transfer 
moisture to the camera. A chamoix inside your rain jacket pockets is a quick way to 
damp-dry your hands before handling your gear. 

• Rubber Boots – required - at least knee-highs, or waders (hip boots) if you have 
them., but remember they DO add a lot of weight. I’d suggest using the boots from 
the lodge but if you are concerned about sizes, call them to see what they have. 
The collection has really grown in past years and I’m sure they’ll have your size.

• Insect repellant – your choice of options here – I prefer a natural, non-deet solution 
and a bug head-net if I need it. Late July through August brings no-see-ums and 
white-sox (gnats) and most repellants will deter them.

A note regarding snacks: It’s common for photographers to carry a few snacks in their 
pockets or camera bags for extended times in the field but you will not be carrying 
snack foods with you in your bag or pockets. So don’t bother packing them – they’ll 

http://www.thinktankphoto.com/?code=ws-331


only add to your luggage weight! You will be fed scrumptious and healthy meals three 
times per days, and while that might seem like a time-sink – you’ll find yourself hungry 
by mealtime as you expend energy in carrying around your larger lenses/tripods and 
getting in/out of carts several times a day. There will be plenty of time for 
photography and eating. 

While I’ve attempted to be complete, these are guidelines, and there may be 
unintended omissions, so please use common sense to bring the things that you use 
when doing your photography in terms of little accessories, and lenses. 

If after reading this thoroughly, you have any questions, don’t hesitate to email me at 
brenda@brendatharp.com.

I look forward to sharing in the fun and adventure of photographing these wonderful 
bears with you all!

mailto:brenda@brendatharp.com


REGISTRATION FORM  
(please enclose this form with your deposit) 

NAME____________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_________________________________________

CITY ______________________STATE_____ ZIP__________

AGE ___ HOME PHONE__________ WORK PHONE___________ 

OCCUPATION______________________________________

WORKSHOP NAME__________________________________

WORKSHOP DATES ________________________ 

DOUBLE OCCUPANCY____    SINGLE (EXTRA CHARGE) ____ 

NAME AND PHONE NUMBER OF PERSON TO CONTACT IN CASE OF 
EMERGENCY 
__________________________________________________ANY 
DIETARY REQUIREMENTS? ___________________________  

FOOD ALLERGIES?____________________________________

SPECIAL MEDICATIONS?_________________________________

ARE YOU ALLERGIC TO ANY MEDICATIONS? IF SO WHAT? 
__________________________________________________

Please mail deposits to Brenda Tharp, 1536 Parker Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 

95405. Office phone: 707-843-4901.


